
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Rainbow Acres Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Nathan Velez as 
the new President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Nathan most recently served with Buena Vista 
Health and Recovery as Vice President of Clinical Services. He will begin with Rainbow Acres as 
President- and CEO-Elect on October 20 and assume the role of President and CEO on January 1, 
2022. Nathan and current CEO, Gary Wagner, will overlap through the end of 2021 to ensure a smooth 
transition.  

After an extensive search, Nathan was the clear choice for the position. He brings industry experience, 
a compassionate heart, and a strong faith. Nathan understands the importance of working with the 
Ranchers, staff, and the community to build on the strengths and 47-year tradition of Rainbow Acres.  

Rainbow Acres’ Board Chair Kathryn Mikesh Houser said. “The Board was particularly influenced by 
Dr. Velez’s collaborative management philosophy, the ease with which he interacted with both 
Ranchers and Staff, and his connection to our mission through his faith.”  

Dr. Velez added, “I am both honored and excited to join the Rainbow Acres Family. The Organization 
and the Board made this process for me as natural as can be, which helped solidify my decision. 
Additionally, The Rainbow Acres Community and The Ranchers truly connected to me in both faith 
and purpose. It is a natural fit. I look forward to this next step in my career and couldn't be more excited 
to join such an amazing organization." 
 
Rainbow Acres’ Family and Friends Weekend, October 21 – 23, will offer both in-person and virtual 
opportunities to meet Nathan and welcome him to the Rainbow Family. 

Please join us in extending blessings to Nathan as he joins Rainbow Acres. We believe with Nathan’s 
leadership the organization will continue to advance our mission to empower persons with 
developmental disabilities to live to their fullest potential with dignity and purpose. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Rainbow Acres. 

 

For the Ranchers, 
 

 

Kathryn Mikesh Houser  
Chair, Board of Trustees 
On behalf of the entire Rainbow Acres Board of Trustees  

Dr. Nathan Velez 
New President and CEO 
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